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Accedat Suavitas quedam oportet Sermonum, atque Morum, haudquaquam 


mediocre Condimentum Amicitia. 


Triflitia autem, © in omni Re Se- 


veritas abjit. Habet illa quidem Gravitatem, fed Amicitia remiffior effe 
debet, i liberior, ( dulcior, & ad omnem Comitatem Facilitatemque 


proclivior. Tull. 





From Saturday December 24. 


Shire-Lane, December 26. 


r $ I was looking ovér 7 Letters this 
Morning, I chanced to calt my Eye up- 
on the following one, which came to 
my Hands about two Months 48° from 
an old Friend of mine, who, as I have 

fince learned, was the Perfon that writ the agreea- 

ble Epiitle inferted in my Paper of the Third of the 
laftMonth. It is of the fame Turn with the other, 
and may be looked upon as a Specimen of Right 

Country Letters. 


SIR, 


‘TT HIS {ets out to you from my Summer-Houfe 
upon the Terras, where I am enjoying a 
* Hours Sun-fhine, the fcanty fweet Remains of a 
“fine Autumn. The Year is almoft at the lowelt ; 
* fo that in all Appearance, the reft of my Letters 
* between this and Spring will be dated from my 
* Parlour-Fire, where the little fond Prattle of a 
© Wife and Children will fo often break in upon 
© the Connexion of my Thoughts, that you'l cafi- 
© ly difcover it in my Style. Ifthis Winter fhould 
‘ prove asfevere as the laft, I can tell you before- 
* hand, thatI am likely to be a very miferable 
< Bop Whee che Bool was ia is kateaiy, 
% en the Froft was in 1 nity, 
on muft know, that moft of the Black-birds, 
: Robins, and Finches, of the Parith (whofe Mu- 
* fick had entertained me in the Summer) took 
‘ Refuge under my Roof. Upon this, my Care 
“ was, to rife every Morning before Day to fet 
‘ open my Windows for the Reception of the Cold 
‘and the Hungry, whom at the fame Time I re- 
© lieved witha very plentiful Alms,by ftrewitig Corn 
* and Seeds upon the Floors and Shelves. But Dicky, 
‘ without any Regard to the Laws of Hofpitality, 
* confidered the Cafements as 10. many Traps, and 
‘ uted every Bird asa Prifoner at Difcretion. Ne- 
‘ ver did Tyrant exercife more various Cruelties : 
“Some of the poor Creatures he chafed to Death a- 
* bout the Room ; others he drove into the Jaws ofa 
‘ Blood-thirlty Cat ; and even in his greateft Acts 
of Mercy, either clipped the Wings, or finged the 
Tayls, of his innocent Captives, You'l laugh, 
when I tell you I fimpathizd with every Bird in 
its Misfortunes ; but I believe you’l think me in 
the Right for bewailing the Child’s unlucky Hu- 
mour. On the other Hand, Iam extremely plea- 
fed, to {ee his younger Brother carry an univerfal 
Bein volence towards every Thing that _has Life. 
* When he was between Four and Five Years old, 


to Tuiefday December 27. 1709. 


* I caught him weeping over a beautiful Butterfly, 
* which he chanced to kill as he was playing with 
* it; and I am informed, that this Morning, he has 
* given his Brother Thre¢ Halfpence (which was 
Seem Eftate) to — the Lite of a Tom-Tit. 

€ are at prefent the Matters of greate(t Mo- 
ment within my Obfervation,; and I: know are too 
* trifling tobe commuicated to any but-fo wife a 
* Man as your felf, and from one who has the Hap- 
* pinels to be, 


‘ 
‘ 
¢ 


Your moft Faithful, 
And moft Obedient Servant, 


The _beft Critick that ever wrote, {peaking of 
fome Paflages in Homer which appear extravagant 
or frivolous, fays indeed that they are Dreams; but 
the Dreams~of Sipher. My Friend’s Letter appears 
toime in the fame Light: One fees hinv in. an id!e 
Hour ; but at the fame Time in the idle Hour of a 
wife Man. A great Mind has fomething. in 
It too fevere and forbidding, that i¢ not capable 
of giving it felf fuch little Relaxations, and of 
condefcending to thefe agreeable Me of Trifling. 
Tully, when he celebrates thie Friendthip of Scipio 
and Lelins, who were the greate(t, as well as the 
politeft, Men of their Age, repreients it as a bean- 
tiful Paffage in their Retirement, that they ufed 
ta gather up Shells on the Sea-Shore, and amute 
themfelves with the Variety of Shape and Colour, 

ich they met with in thofe little unregarded: 

orks of Nature. The great Epaminondas could 

a Companion to his own Children, and was 

furprifed by the Ambafladors of Sparta, as he was ri- 
dihg ainong them upon an Hobby-Horte. dugufbus 
indeed had no Play-Fellows of his own begetting ; 
but is faid to have pafled-many of his Hours wit! 
little’ Afoorifb Boys at a Game of Marbles, not 
u our modern Taw. There is (methinks) 
4° Pleafure in feeing great Men thus fail into 
the Rank of Mankind, and. entertain themfelves 
“— Diverfions and Amufements that are agrce2- 
bié to the very weakelt of the Species. I muft 
frankly confefs, that it isto mea Beauty in Cuto’s 
Chataéter, that he would drink a chearful Bottle 
with-a Friend; and I cannot but own, that I haye 
feen: with great Delight one of the moft celebrated 
Authors of the lait Age Reading, whe Dicks in 
St. gens Park. By Inftances GF this Nature, 
the "Heroes, the Statelinen, the Philotophers, -be- 
comé as it were familiar with us, and grow the. 
more amiable, the leis they endeavour to appear 
awfiil. A Man who always acts in the Severity 
of Wifdom, or the Haughtinels of Quality, feems 
Fess ;, to 
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to move in a perfonated Patt: It looks too Con- 
ftrained. and Pheatrical for a Man to be always in 
that Character which diftinguithes him from others. 
Befides thar, ‘the Slackening and Unbending our 
Minds on tea Occafions, makes them-exert them- 
felves with greater Vigor and Alacrity, when 
return to their-proper and-natural State, 


As this innocent Way of paffing a feifure Hour 


is not only confiftent with a great’Gharacter, but 


very graceful in it, fo there are Two Sorts of Peo-. 


ple to whom I would moft earneftly recommend 
it. The Firft, are thofe who are uneaf 
Want of Thought; the Second, are thofe who are 


fo out of ‘a-Turbutené of Spirit. The Fixit, are. 


the impertinent; aad the. Second, the dangerous 
, Part of m4} able 

It giieves ne to theivery Heart, when I fee feve- 
ral young Gentlemen, defcended of honelt ere 
run up and down hurrying from one End o 
the Town to the other, calling in at every Place 
of Refort, without being able to fix a Quarter of 
an Hour in any, and in a perpetual Hafte without 
knowing for what. It would (methinks) be fome 
Contolaticn, if I could perfwade_thefe precipitate 

oung Gentlemen to compofe this Reftlefnefs of 
ind, and apply themfelves to any Amufement, 
how trivial foever, that might give them Em- 
ployment, and keep them out of Harm's Way. 
They cannot imagine how great a Relief it would 
he to them, if they could grow fedate coe to 
play for Two ‘or Three Hours at a Game of Puth- 
pin. But thefe bufie, idle Animals, are only their 
awn Torimentars : The Turbulent and Dangerousare 
for embroiling Councils, {tirring up Scditions, and 
fubverting Couttitutions, out of a meer Refttef- 
nefs of Temper, and an Intenfibility of all the Plea- 
fures of Life that arecalin and innocent. It isim- 
poflible for a Man to be fo much cmploy’d in any 
Scene of Action, as to have grcat and good Affairs 
enough to fill up his whole Time; there will {till 
be Cafitis and empty Spaces,-in which a working 
Mind will employ it felf to_its own Prejudice, or 
that of others, unlefs it can be at Eafe in the Exer- 
cife of fuch AGtions as are in themfelves indifferent, 
How often have I with ’d,for tle Good of the Nation, 
That feveral famous Politicians could take any Plea- 
{ure in feeding Dugks,, } fook upon an able Statef- 
man out-of: Bufine(s like:a huge Whale, that will 
endeavour to overturn +the Ship, unlefs he has an 
einpty Cask to play with. 

But to return to my good Friend and Correfpon- 
dent, 1 am-afraid we thall both be laugh’dat, when 
I confefs,that we have often gone out into the Field 
to look upon a Bird’s-Nelt; and have more than 
once taken an Evening’s Walk together on purpofe 
to fee the Sun fet. I thal! conclude with my An- 
iwer to his foregoing Letter. 


Dear SIR, 


. I Thank you for your obliging Letter, and your 
Kindnets to the Diftieis'd, who will, doubtlefs, 
exprefs their Gratitude to you themfelves the 
next Spring. As for Dick the Tyrant, I mutt de- 
fire you will put a Stop to his Proceedings ; and 
at the fame time take Care, that his little Broth 
be nojlofer by his Mercy to the Tom-Tit. For 
my own Part, J am excluded all Converfation 
with Animals that delight only in a Country 
Life, and am therefore forced to entertain my {elf 
as well as I can with my little Dog and Cat. 
They both of ’em fit by my Fire every Night, 
expecting my coming Home with Impatience; 
and at my Entrance, never fail of running up 
to me, and bidding me welconre, each of ’em in 
his proper Language. Asthcy have been bred up to- 
gether from their Infincy, and fecn no-other Com- 
pany, they have learn’d cach other's Manners, fo 
that the Dog often gives himfelf the Airs of a Cat, 
and the Cat, in feveral of her Motions and Ge- 
{tures, affects the Behaviour of the little Dog, 
When they are at Play, I often make one with 
them ; and foinctimes pleafe my felf with confi- 


reafy ut of 


© dering, how much Reafon and Inftin& are capa 
* ble of delighting each other, Thus, you fee, I 
* have communicated to you the material Occur- 
€ rences in my Family, with the fame Freedom 
¢ ghat you ufeto me; asf am with the fame Since- 
¢ rity and Affection, 
aeons Your moft Faithful, 
Humble Servant, 


, I{aac Bickerftaff. 


Advertifements, 


Ss! R William Read, Her Majefty’s Oculift in Dar. 
bamYard. in the Strand, London, by his long Practice, and 
ae Expericgce, has. lately found out a Medicine that clari- 
es xhe Eyes froma Suffulions, and ftrengthens the Optick Nerves, 
which infallibly picveots Cataracts in the Beginning, aud pre. 
ferues'the Sight in Old or Young. He Jikewife couches Cata- 
rats without Pain, or much Confinement, if they apply them- 


felves to him before damaged by Pretenders ; as will be atieited 


‘by ~— Perfons of Quality and others that have found the 
ood € 


& thereot. He alfo cures Hait.Lips, op Wry Necks, 
tho’ never fe deformed ; or contraGed Limbs; and has latly 
taken feveral Wens of a great Bignets; particularly one from a 
Gentlewoman that weigh’d 26 Pounds, without any Effution of 
Blood, after the Application of his Styprick Water, whch all 
People may be furnifh’d with at bis Houle, with the Medicines 
for'the Eyes above-mention'd, and by my Lady Read in his Ab- 
ence, 
*,* The Compleat Gamefter: or Inftructions how to 
play at all Manner of ufual aud moft gentile Games, cither on 
Cards, Dice, Billiards, Trucks, Bowls, or Chefs. Alfo the Arts 
and Mifteries of Riding, Racing, Archery and Cock-fighting. To 
which is added, The Game at Bafiét. With a Difcourlé of Gaming 
in General. “Phe Defcription ‘of a Gaming. Ordinary, “aad the 
Charaéter of a Gamelter. With a Song on the Game at Piquer, 
Ail regulated by the molt experienc’d Maiters, Printed for Charleg 
Brome, atthe Gun, the Welt End ot Sr. Paul’s. Price is. 6d. 
Where is fold, the Geographical Cards, giving a Defcription of 
the whole World. Price 1 $. a Pack. 
, Juft Pubiith’d, 
** The Compleat Works of Mr, Thomas Brown, 
in Profé and Verfes Serious, Moral, Comical and Satyrical. 
Containing a compleat Collection ot all his Dialogues, Eflays, 
Satyrs, Declamations, Orations, Table-Taik-Letters, both Origi« 
nal and Tranilations from Greek and Latin: Letters fiom the 
Dead tothe Living. In three Parts. Comical View of London 5 
Tranflation-Odes of Horace; Obfervations on Homer, Virgil, 
and Ovid » Amufements, Serious and Comical, calculated to the 
Meridian of London; Laconicks, or new Maxims ot Scare and 
Converfation, &c. The Third Edition, with large Additions 5 
and a@Supplemeor never before printed. To whict is prefix’d, 
A Character of ‘T. Brown and his Writings. By Dr. James Drake, 
Printed for S. Brifcce, and fold by J. Woodward in St. Chrilto. 
phers-Churchyard, near the Royal-Exchange, and J. Morphew 
near Srationers-Hall, 
PHrfect Cure tor the Afthma by an Elixir, (a pleas 
fant and innecent Medicine) to be rakes in Drops, which 

has done Worders in that Cafe ; but the Aurnon’s fayiag tv being 
not fo convincing”as trying it will be, he defires you would tor 
your own sakes, when, it it does no Gord, can co nu Harm to 
the Body, nor much to the Perfe in laying our 3 s. 6d. which is 
the Price of a Bortle. To be had only at Mr. Lawrence’s, a Toy- 
fhop at the Griffin the Corner of Bucklersbury, Pouitry, 
*.* Field’s Bible, and all_ other Sorts and Sizes of 
Bibles and Common-Prayers, fic tor Churches and Families, 
suled or unruled, and in all Sorts of Binding, viz. Right Sha- 

een, red and blue Turky, Ruffia-Leather, &c. Mr. Sturt’s 

uts, curiguily engraven, with ajl other Sorts of Cuts either 
for Bibles or Common-Bucksot Prayers ; the Sacrament and De- 
votion, bound with che Common.Prayer or fingle ; Tate and 
Brady's new Pfalms, with the new Supplement ; Vurket on the 
New Teitament, in Folio; the fourth and lait Edition of the 
Lord Clarendon’s Hiftory of the Rebellion, &c. Winchetter 
Manual ; a new Britifh Spelling-Book ; Young’s Spelling-Book ; 
and Dr. Williams and Lewis’s Catechifmm, for the Ule of Cha- 
rity-Schools, by Wholefale or Retale, ac reafonable Rates. Ca. 
fes for Leteers or Bills. Stains and Ink are likewife taken our 
of Books of Value, and Buoks neatly bound and gilt, by J. Ha- 
zard:- at the Golden Bible in Stationers-Court near the Hall 
within, Ludgate. ’ 

HE Famous POWDER for the STONE, GRAVEL, and 
T STRANGURY, that has perform’d fo many remaikable 
Cures in thofe Cafes, of which there are continued Inftances, 
Certificates whereof, together with the Names and Places of 
Abode of many that have been reliew’d by it, too numerous to be 
inferted here, are tu be feen ac Mr. Rogers’s, Bookfeller in Fieet- 
ftrees. There are likewife feveral large Stones that it has brongne 
away from divers Perfons, to be (een at Mr. Aylmer’s, Booktélier 
in Cornhil: At both which Places only it is to be fold, for 5s 
the Paper, which contains 3 Dofes, with Directions. ‘The Perfon 
who prepares it, isto be {poken with every Tuefday and Thurf 
day, between 11 and 12, at Mr. Rogers’s Shop above-mention’ds 
Turkey Coffee, 6s. 4d. with allowance to them 

that buy Quantities. Bohce tiem 12 to 248. All Sores ot 
Green, the loweft, 12s. Chocolate with Sugar, 2s. 2d. All 
Nu:,3 8. 6d. The fincit Grazil 48s, and3s. 4 d. an Ounce. 
Portugal, 18 s. and 1s. 4.d. an Ounce. Right Amazona, But- 
celona, and Port St. Lucar. Sold very cheap by Wholcfale, cr 
Rerail ; and Orange-fiowerwater; at the Star in Bedford- 
Court, near Bedford: treet, Covent Garden. 





Sold by John Morphew near Stationers-Hall; where Advertifements are taken in. 
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